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LEVEL OF SERVICE

What is Level of Service (LOS) for a Typical Freeway Segment?

Represents a free-flow operation. Vehicles are almost
completely unimpeded in their ability to maneuver
within the traffic stream.

Represents reasonably free-flow operation. The
ability to maneuver within the traffic stream is
slightly restricted.

Represents a traffic flow with speeds near or at free-
flow speed of the freeway. Ability to maneuver within
the traffic stream is noticeably restricted.

Represents speeds that begin to decline with
increased density. Ability to maneuver within the
traffic stream is noticeably limited.

Represents operation at its capacity. Vehicles are
closely spaced within the traffic stream and there are
virtually no useable gaps to maneuver.

Represents a breakdown of vehicle flow. This
condition exists within queues forming behind the
breakdown points.




